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Amendments to the Claims ; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 



1 . (Currently Amended) A method for displaying an e-mail collectio n, the e-mail 
collection including a plurality of e-mail messages assigned to OD e or more. cat^ri^ a .H 
subcategories, the method c omprising* 

receiving a soquonoo of o mail messages; 

categorizing e ach of the c mail messages into at lea s t one of a plurality of 

categories; ond 

displaying each of the categorized messages in accordance with a user>defmed 
display specification, wherein the display specification specifies , for each category and 
subcategory, the manner in which the m essages categorized within that particular category or 
subcategory are to be displayed in a t op-level representation of the entire e-mail collection, 
and 

wherein at least one category or subcategory is displayed in a different manner 
than at least one other category or s u bcategor y on e of a plurality nf immfn r > f g rn^Hty f er 
how the categoriz e d messages in e aoh of the plurality of categories are displayed , 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
receiving a plurality of display specifications from a user; 
storing the recei ved display specifications; md 

receiving a user selection of one of the plurality of storedLdisplay 
specifications ; and 

displaying the e-ma il collection, wherein tho dirpinyin g nf r ^ n m n il 
messages is in accordance with the user selected display specification. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein ono of tho plurality of 
levels of granularit y hi t he display specification provides thaLfortho display of the e-mail 
messages in atjeastone of the plurality of categories and subcateg ories are encansnlared Hy 
encapsulating th o mes s ag e s into threads, and that the top-level display of the entire e-mail 

collection includes one item from each thread fnr prmriHina n » i ^ : tm nn n to p lc i d 

display for each of tho corresponding threads . 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1. wherein one of tho plurality of 
1p" <M t n f granulari ty in the display specification provides thgtfor tho display of the e-mail 
messages in aUeastpne of the plurality of categories and subcategories fl re encans.,1^ by 
en mpn.lnt ingthc m u. u a ^ in the corresponding category, and that the ton-Ievel disp lay »f 
the entire e-mail collection includes one item frn m the norr^Ming category 
ot leapt ono item on o top lovol dioploy f o i m n ro rmoponding m t og m y . 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the display 
specification includes a plurality of user-defined rule-based categories, wherein at least « 
of the plurality of user-defined rule-based categories is nested within another of the plurality 
of user-defined rule-based categories, and wherein the nested user-defined rule-based 
category is displayed differently than the another of the plurality of user-defined rule-based 
categories. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
providing an editor window display which lists the plurality of categories and 

a plurality of message display alternatives for the top-level representation of the. e-mail 
collection and earh of the plurality of categories; and 

receiving and storing a user selection of one of the plurality of message 
display alternatives for at least one of the plurality of categories. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
providing a t least one tool button on the top-leve l representation of the e-mail 

cojlection that is adapted to receive a user command to perform an operation on one or more 
messages associated with an identified item; and 

performing the operation on the one_ormoremessages associated with the 
identified item in response to a user operation of the tool button. 

8. (Currently Amended) A computer controlled display system for displaying an 
e-mail collection, the e-mail collection Grinding a ninety nf ». m , n meSRflgftfi flggip nt> „ tn 
one or more categories and s,,h™^ ;„ me system comprising . 
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a display for presenting the e-mail collection on a viewing area of the display; 

and 

a processor that is adapted t o nceiva a ocquon rn nf o mail ni u jngM in the o 
m oi l collection; to catogorizc each n f fh n c mail muu W y into ot loajt u uo of a plurality 0 f 
cn tofioric o ;andt u control the display to display the categorized messages in accordance with 
a user-defined d isplay specification, wherein the display specification specifie s, for each 
category and subcategory, the manner in whirh t he message r^gorfzed within t h a t 
particular category or subcategory are to he disp la yed in a tnp.l*v P l representation nfrtw, 
entire e-mail collection , anH 

wherein at least one category or subcatep orv is disp laye d j n a different manner 
than at least one other catep o ry or subcategory one of q plurality of lcvolo of granularity f ui 
how the catogorigcd m e ssages in oach of die plurality of ca t egories aro display ed. 

9. (CurrenUy Amended) The system of claim 8, wherein the processor is further 
adapted to: 

receive a plurality of display specifications from the auser; 
store the received display specifications: «m4 

receive a user selection of one of the plurality of stored display specifications: 

and 

display the e-mail rr.Hprtif.Ti ,„Wn;n rT i ^r l ny nf r m n il m cooo goL k i n 
accordance with the user selected display specification. 

10. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 8, wherein one of the plurality of 
I pv p Io of granularity i n t he display specification provides fhjt_fortho display of tlu e-mail 
messages in aUeagLone of the plurality of categories and subcategories are encapsulate fa y 
en nnpsuln tingthom u^ ag c w nto threads, and that the top-level display of the ntiro ,. m ^ 
collection includes one if em from r*cb thr^d f o r p r oviding at looat u uo item on a top le^ l 
d i s play for oaoh of the oorrosponding threads . 

1 1. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 8, wflerein nnr nf tho plurality u f 
l n v n lo of granularity iu the display specification provides fhm.for the dbplay of tht o mail 
messages in aUeasj: one of the plurality of categories and subcategory a re enom,,,!^ ^ 
en rnpiHln tingthom ej M^ - i n the corresponding category, and that me top-level Hi, p lay „f 
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the entire e-mail collection inclu des one item f rom the corresponding catep or v far r mviHin C 
Qt bast one item on a top lovol dioplay for tho corresponding catogory . 

12. (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein the display specification includes a 
plurality of user-defined rule-based definitions of categories, wherein at least one of the 
plurality of user-defined rule-based categories is nested within another of the plurality of 
user-defined rule-based categories, and wherein the nested user-defined rule-based category 
is displayed differently than the another of the plurality of user-defined rule-based categories. 

13. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 8, wherein the processor is further 
adapted: 

to provide an editor window display which lists the plurality of categories and 
a plurality of message display alternatives for the top-level representation of the e-mail 
collection and each of the plurality of categories; 

to receive and store a user selection of one of the plurality of message display 
alternatives for at least one of the plurality of categories. 

14. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 8, wherein the processor is further 
adapted: 

to provide a tool button on the ton-lev el representation of the e-mail collection 
that is adapted to receive a user command to delete messages associated with an identified 
item; and 

to delete the messages associated with the identified item in response to a user 
operation of the tool button. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 8, wherein the processor is further 
adapted: 

to receive a user command from at least one tool button on the top-level 
representati on of the e-mail collection : and 

to perform the operation on the one or more message associated with the 
identified item in response to a user operation of the tool button. 
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16. (Currently Amended) An information storage media comprising information 
that displays an e-mail collection , the e-mail collm-iim including a plurality of e-mail 
messages assigned to one or more categories and «i.hri,r» p*A. the information comprising: 
information that rccoivoo a sequence of o moil massages in tho o muil 

collection; 

i n for mation that eatogo i igos oach of tho o mail messages into at least ono of a 
plurality of categories; and 

information that displays each of the categorized messages in accordance with 
a user-defined display specification, wherein the display specification specifies , for each 
category and subcategory, the manner i n which the messages categorized within that 
particular category or subcategory are to be disp la yed in a ton-level representation of the 
entire e-mail collection, and 

wherein at least one category or sub category is displayed in a different manner 
than at least one other category or subcateg or y nnn nf n pinrnHty nf n f gran u la r ity for 
how the oatcgorizod mossagoo in oach of tho plurality of categories are dioplayod . 

17. (Currently Amended) The media of claim 16, further comprising: 
information that receives a plurality of display specifications from a user; 
information that s tores the received display specifications; <md 
information that receives a user selection of one of the plurality of stored 

display specification s; and 

information that displays the e-m a il collection ^ vhflrftin the* d ir plnyin ^ n ft^ 
e mail messages io in accordance with the user selected display specification. 

18. (Currently Amended) The media of claim 16, wherein ono of the plurality of 
l evels of granularity in the display specification provides thatforthe display of the e-mail 
messages in atleasLone of the plurality of categories and subcategories are encapsulated h* 
ffl onpn uloiingth o m enag e; , into threads, and that the top-level display of the entire e-mail 
collection includes one item from each thread f o r providing at looot ono itom on a to p l ov d 
display for each of tho c o rresponding thread s. 



W664702.2 



PAGE 10/17 * RCVD AT 7/7/2008 12:21:53 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/15 • DNIS:2733929 * CSIO:2063813999 * DURATION (mm-ss):08-04 



07/07/2006 09:18 2063813999 



PATRICK JS INOUYE PS 



PAGE 11 



Attorney Docket No. D/A0988 (1508/3230) 
Serial No. 09/732,023 
Page 7 of 12 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The media of claim 16, 

Wherein ene of tho plurali t y o f l c v ol o of g iu nul u u ty lat he display specification 
provides that fortho display of . the «WBaH-messages in at least o ne of the plurality of 
^Z 0 ™ 5 and subcategories are encapsulated by oncmpoulating tho moooaaoo .in the 
corresponding category, and that the top-level display of the entire e-mail collation inH.^o 
one item from the cormspondinp rntefw y fo r pr o viding at least one itom on o top levol 
display for tho corrooponding cotogo+y . 



a 



20. (Original) The media of claim 16, wherein the display specification includes 
plurality of user-defined rule-based categories, wherein at least one of the plurality of user- 
defined rule-based categories is nested within another of the plurality of user-defined rule- 
based categories, and wherein the nested user-defined rule-based category is displayed 
differently than the another of the plurality of user-defined rule-based categories. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The media of claim 16, further comprising: 
information that provides an editor window display which lists the plurality of 

categories and a plurality of message display alternatives for the top-level representation nf 
the e-mail collection and each of the plurality of categories; and 

information that receives and stores a user selection of one of the plurality of 
message display alternatives for ajjeastpne of the plurality of categories. 

22. (Currently Amended) The media of claim 16, further comprising information 

that: 

receives a user command via at least one top] button on the ton-level 
representation of the e-mail collection that is adap t ed to receive. a „ gef command rn nerfnrm 
an operation on one or more messages asso c iated with an identified item : anri 

performs the operation on the oneormpie messages associated with the 
identified item in response to a user operation of the tool button. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the messages within the 
categories and .snhcatepories may br displayed plura lity n f lcvelo o f g iun ulurity provid e fo i 
t ho display of die e mail mossoges-as at least two of: messages; threads; and groups. 
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24. (Cuirently Amended) The system of claim 8, wherein the messages within ih* 
categories and subcategories may he displayed j i Ti .rnli ty n f I n v ^ n f C , nn ll lu.iiy i Jt [ ql 
the dicplay of th e o mail mossogca - a s at least two of: messages; threads; and groups. 

25. (Currently Amended) The media of claim 16, wherein the wherein the 
messages within the categories and suhrat^ nri^ m . y ^ ^ T ^ Y rd pl ura li ty n f l rrnln nf 
granularity provide for the display o f the o mail m u ^ u t, a s at least two of: messages; 
threads; and groups. 

26. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the display specification provides that 
each of the messages in at least one of the plurality of categories and subcategories are 
displayed separately in the top-level display of the entire e-mail collection. 

27. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein the display specification provides that 
at least one of the plurality of categories and subcategories, and each of the messages 
categorized therein, is to be omitted from the top-level display of the entire e-mail collection. 

28. (New) The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

supplying a tool button associated with an item requesting expansion of the 

item, and 

if the expansion is requested, differentially performing the expansion of the 

item. 



29. (New) The method of claim 28, further comprising expanding an item 
representing an entire category or subcategory on the top-level representation of the e-mail 
collection by displaying a list of threads whose messages are categorized within the category 
or subcategory selected for expansion. 

30. (New) The method of claim 28, further comprising expanding an item 
representing an individual thread on the top-level representation of the e-mail collection by 
displaying the messages associated with the selected thread as a single document represented 
by a tree-like thread structure including at least one initial part of each of the messages. 
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3 1 . (New) The system of claim 8, wherein the display specification provides that 
each of the messages in at least one of the plurality of categories and subcategories are 
displayed separately in the top-level display of the entire e-mail collection. 

32. (New) The system of claim 8, wherein the display specification provides that 
at least one of the plurality of categories and subcategories, and each of the messages 
categorized therein, is to be omitted from the top-level display of the entire e-mail collection. 

33. (New) The method of claim 15, wherein the processor is further adapted: 
to receive a user command from a tool button associated with an item 

requesting expansion of the item; and 

if the expansion is requested, to differentially perform the expansion of the 

item. 

34. (New) The method of claim 33, wherein the processor is further adapted to 
expand an item representing an entire category or subcategory on the top-level representation 
of the e-mail collection by displaying a list of threads whose messages are categorized within 
the category or subcategory selected for expansion. 

35. (New) The method of claim 33, wherein the processor is further adapted to 
expand an item representing an individual thread on the top-level representation of the e-mail 
collection by displaying the messages associated with the selected thread as a single 
document represented by a tree-like thread structure including at least one initial part of each 
of the messages. 
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